(I927) observation of the effects of chorionic gonadotrophin on the ovaries of immature mice, and to their subsequent application of this observation as a basis for pregnancy diagnosis.
It is difficult to present a balanced, yet critical, account of the many tests evolved since that time. On the grounds of reliability we may exclude many of the more exotic tests. Thus the development of nuptual colouration in the Japanese Bitterling as a positive response is too irregular for use in pregnancy diagnosis (Owen, 1936 (Hummel, 1942) . Zondek (193oe) Shapiro and Zwarenstein (1934a) .
The test procedure consists of injecting a urine extract into the dorsal lymph sac of the toad.
Various methods of extraction have been advocated, but the method chosen by most laboratories is that of Scott (1940) (Landgrebe, 1939 anterior pituitary in the testis of the male toad resulted in the release of spermatozoa. These pass through the renal tubules and are voided in the urine (Fig. 3) .
Using male toads of 0oo gm. or over Galli Mainini (I947) showed that io ml. untreated urine was sufficient to induce this response. Urine was collected by insertion of a glass cannula into the cloaca of the animal and the specimen examined with the 2/3 objective. The (Bhaduri, 195i (Fig. 4) Details of animal husbandry are described by Law (1949) . Toads are fed once a week; small motile grubs and larvae, such as mealworms and gentles are suitable. These are placed in the cage in a shallow dish, preferably at night.
Toads in good condition may be used repeatedly; and at intervals as short as a week, though when possible, the interval is extended to two or three weeks.
Conclusions
All the reliable modern pregnancy tests in current use are based on the excretion of chorionic gonadotrophin, which appears in detectable amounts in the urine at a very early stage of pregnancy. One of our own positive tests was obtained two days after the first missed period. Frazer and Wohlzogen (1950) 
